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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2007-837
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: July 24, 2007
Committee(s) of Reference: F, TEU
Date of Analysis: July 27, 2007
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; establishment of solid waste service fee
Bill Summary: The bill amends and retitles Part 5 of Ordinance Code Chapter 382 – Waste Collection and Disposal Service by Contractors and City – to establish a Solid Waste Service Fee on each residential premises (single-family, duplex, triplex or quadruplex) countywide, excluding the Beaches and Baldwin, effective April 1, 2008.  The fee is established at $5 per month per premises or $60 per year.  The fee shall increase at a rate of $1 per month per year from October 1, 2008 until the time when the proceeds of the fee cover the costs of collection and disposal of the residential solid waste and the administrative costs associated with the program, up to a maximum of $12 per month or $144 per year.  From April 1 through September 30, 2008, the fee shall be billable and collectible through any legally authorized method; effective October 1, 2008 the fee shall be collected as a non ad valorem assessment pursuant to Florida Statutes.  The ordinance provides that the City may discontinue solid waste collection service to any premises that does not pay the fee in a timely manner, and provides that the City may collect unpaid fees through any lawful collection mechanism.
Background Information: The fee is proposed as one means of diversifying the City’s revenue streams and addressing the revenue impacts imposed by the state’s property tax reform legislation.  Currently residential solid waste collection and disposal costs are paid from General Fund sources.
Policy Impact Area: Solid waste collection and disposal funding.
Fiscal Impact: The solid waste service fee is estimated to generate $5,109,000 in the upcoming fiscal year (6 months – April through September).
Analyst: Clements
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